" community safety,
security & liaison

MPUMALANGA PROVINCE
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Building No. 4, 2nd Floor, No. 7 Govemment Boulevard, Riverside Park, Ext 2, Mbombela, 1200, Mpumalanga Province
Private Bag X 11269, Mbombela, 1200. Tel: 013 766 4062, Fax: 013 766 4615

Litiko Letekuphepha Umnyango Wezckuphepha Departement van
Kwemphakatsi, Kuvikeleka > Gemeenskapsveiligheid
NeKutsintsana Sekuriteit en Skakeling

Media Statement
22 February 2018
MEC Ngomane and Provincial Commissioner visit family of murdered Vosman children

Mpumalanga Community Safety, Security and Liaison MEC Pat Ngomane and SAPS Provincial Commissioner
LT. Gen. Mondli Zuma will visit the family of two children whose bodies were found this week following their
disappearance few weeks ago. The visit will take place on Saturday, 24 February 2018 at Vosman, Emalahleni
from 09h00.

On the other hand, MEC Ngomane has applauded the community of Emalahleni for assisting the police with
information that led to the arrest of the suspect. The MEC has also commended SAPS for the arrest of the
suspect on the allegations of kidnapping two children. Ngomane says that the police have done an excellent job
by arresting this man due to what he is allegedly to have committed in society.

It was reported that two children, Gabisile Shabane (13) and one year old child Nkosikhona Ngwenya were
abducted by three armed men two weeks ago. The men allegedly entered the house through a window and took
the children. One of the children was living with albinism. The police cannot confirm at this stage whether the
bodies are for the kidnapped children, pending the DNA tests and post-mortem.

Ngomane says people who live with albinism are like any other human beings and should be treated with dignity
and respect. He says it becomes very painful when for whatever reason they become targeted by some
unscrupulous human beings.

It is against this reason that MEC Ngomane says communities should form a protective front against
harassment, intimidation or discrimination against persons who live with albinism. “ We must report any person
or groupings that violate their rights,” he said.

Since the incident occurred the police and the community have been hard at work searching for the two and also
following on every possible lead that may assist in securing the children. MEC Ngomane is still deeply shocked
by the incident and he has further appealed to the community to continue working with the police in order to
eradicate crime and arrest all criminals who violate community members.

The MEC further called on the Criminal Justice Cluster to ensure that such evil doers are convicted to
demonstrate government and the society’s intolerance towards violation of the rights of children. Meanwhile the
suspect, Thokozani Msibi appeared in the Witbank Magistrate Court yesterday and was remanded in custody
pending a bail application that is scheduled to take place on 26 February 2018.
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